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P R O C E E D I N G S  

Whereupon, 

LADONNA Y. LEE 

was called as a witness and, having been first 

duly sworn, was examined and testified as 

follows : 

EXAMINATION BY COUNSEL FOR FEC 

BY MS. WEISSENBORN: 

Q Would you give your full name for the 

record. 

A Ladonna Fern Lee. 

Q My name is Anne Weissenborn. I'm 

here with Mary Ann Bumgarner representing the 

Office of the General Counsel of the Federal 

Election Commission. 

Your deposition is being taken 

pursuant to a subpoena issued to you as a 

witness by the Federal Election Commission in 

connection with an investigation being 

undertaken pursuant to 2 U.S.C. Section 437g. 

The enforcement matter of which this 

investigation is a part has been designated 

BETA R E P O R T I N G  
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MUR 4370. 

Just before this deposition began, 

you signed a confidentiality advisement 

statement which I'm going to show you just as 

soon as we have it marked as an exhibit. 

(Lee Deposition Exhibit No. 1 

was marked for identification.) 

MR. CACCIA: Only because I'm feeling 

left out, I'm going to identify myself for the 

record. Also present is Ralph Caccia, 

C-a-c-c-i-a, of the law firm of Powell, 

Goldstein, Frazer & Murphy, representing 

Ms. Lee for purposes of this deposition. 

BY MS. WEISSENBORN: 

Q With regard to the confidentiality 

advisement, Exhibit 1, is this your signature? 

A Yes, it is. 

Q Your business address is 900 Second 

Street, Northeast, Suite 200, Washington, D.C. 

Is that correct? 

A That's correct. 

Q This document provides that the 

BETA RBPORTIMG 
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confidentiality agreement of this investigation 

must be maintained and that confidentiality 

provision holds until the commission has closed 

its file in the matter. 

Have you ever been deposed before? 

A Yes, I have. 

Q So you know that I'm going to be 

asking you a series of questions that you're 

being asked to answer under oath. If you don't 

understand a question that I ask, feel free to 

stop me, ask me to restate or rephrase it. 

If you should decide that an answer 

you have given is incomplete or inaccurate, 

just let me know and you can amend or add to 

the answer. If you don't stop me or request a 

chance to amend your answer, we'll assume that 

the answer you gave has been responsive to the 

question. As you know, you can't shake your 

head. We need a yes or a no. 

I'm going to do my best to avoid 

repetitious questions, but I might go back a 

little bit, in terms of time, and may have to 

BETA RBPOBTING 
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ask things that seem to be things you've 

answered before. It will be for a particular 

purpose. We're not trying to drag this out. 

Are you represented by counsel? 

A Yes, I am. 

Q Have you retained counsel personally? 

A Yes, I have. 

Q He wasn't retained for you by someone 

else? 

A Right. 

Q Have you discussed this deposition 

with anyone other than your attorney? 

A No, I have not. 

Q Have you brought any documents or 

other materials with you? 

A No, P have not. 

Q Just a little bit about your 

background. 

Can you tell us what your educational 

background is? 

A I attended the University of Northern 

Colorado. 

B E T A  BBPORTXNG 
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Q Your present employment? 

A I'm president of the Eddie Mahe 

Company. 

Q The business address is the one you 

gave us on the confidentiality form, right? 

A Yes, it is. 

Q What is the nature of the company's 

business? 

A We do strategic consulting. 

Q Consulting of what types? 

A Our primary business is corporate 

consulting. And probably 90 percent of our 

business in any two-year period is corporate or 

association. We do one or two political 

campaigns a two year cycle. 

Q How long have you been there? 

A I joined the firm in 1981. 

Q Prior to this present position, what 

other positions have you held; f o r  example, the 

one immediately preceding this one? 

A I was the deputy political director 

of the National Republican Congressional 

BETA REPORTING 
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Campaign Committee. 

Q Wow long were you there? 

A About a year. 

Q Before that? 

A I was political director to John 

Connolly’s I1For President" campaign. 

Q Are you married? 

A I am divorced. 

Q You indicated this a bit in the 

answer before, but prior to 1995/96 had you 

worked on federal campaigns? 

A Yes. 

Q You mentioned Connolly f o r  President. 

A Uh- huh. 

Q Have there been others? 

A Our company, as I said, does one, or 

two races in recent history, a year, primarily 

federal races. 

Q Which ones were those? 

A There's a long list. 

MR. CACCIA: We're not going to get 

into it. 
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BY MS. WEISSENBORN: 

Q A s  far as the 1995/96 campaign season 

is concerned, was your firm hired by Montana's 

"For Rehberg" committee? 

A Yes, it was. 

Q About when was the firm hired? 

A We probably came to an agreement 

sometime in mid-year 1995. 

Q Overall, what was your firm's role 

with the Rehberg campaign? 

a We were the strategic consultants. 

Q What does that mean? 

A That means that we worked with them 

in terms of the strategy, the message and all, 

overall aspects of the campaign, the tactics, 

supported the strategy and message. 

Q Is it correct that there was another 

firm called Richardson & Ziebart who was also 

involved with the Rehberg campaign? 

A They initially were retained. 

Q Was there a division of 

responsibility between your firm and - -  

B E T A  R E P O R T I N G  
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A They are a fundraising consultant who 

did not stay throughout the campaign. 

Q Who was your primary contact within 

the Rehberg campaign? 

A It varied. We worked with a 

candidate directly. We worked with the 

campaign manager. 

Q Who was the campaign manager? 

a Mike Piper. 

a Would you characterize Denny Rehberg 

as a hands-on candidate in terms of planning 

his campaign and being involved? 

A He was involved, but he was not 

hands-on. Hands-on to me implies every day, in 

and out, making decisions. He wasn't on that. 

MR. CACCIA: Why don't we clarify 

what it is you mean by "hands-on," so that her 

question is responsive. 

BY MS. WEISSENBORN: 

Q Was he involved in virtually every 

decision made about strategy for example? 

A Well, in terms of strategy, there's 

BETA RBPOR TINB 
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lots of different levels. So he was involved 

in major decisions in the overall direction o f  

the campaign. But he was not involved in every 

single decision, no. 

Q When you picked up the phone and 

called the campaign, would you ask for him 

first? 

A We was rarely in the campaign. He 

was lieutenant governor at the time he was 

running. 

Q Who would you normally ask for? 

A It depended on the nature of the 

call. The campaign manager sometimes, 

sometimes different staff people. 

Q What was Tony Payton's role with the 

Rehberg campaign? 

A We was also a consultant. 

Q Elizabeth Bonefort? 

A She was the finance director and 

deputy manager. 

Q We'll get back to some of those Eol.-s 

in a moment. This is just to get an overview. 

BETA R E P O R T I N G  
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Who else in your firm was involved in 

with the Rehberg campaign? 

It depended on the aspect of what we 

ng. My partner, Eddie Mahe, in some 

instances, and a staff person by the name of 

Ashley Jordan who were the primary, but for 

different aspects, different members of our 

firm would perform things. 

Q But would you say you were the 

principal person who worked with the campaign? 

A We don't divide it up in that aspect. 

Again, it just depended on the nature of what 

the situation was. 

Q Was one of your firm's 

responsibilities to act as a liaison with the 

National Republican Senatorial Committee, with 

regard to the Rehberg campaign? 

A Yes. 

Q Who were your principal contacts at 

the NRSC? 

A Joanne Barnhardt. 

Q Her role was? 

BETA REPORTING 
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A She was the political director, and a 

gentleman by the of Phil Griffin o r  Griffith. 

I don't recall. 

Q What was his position? 

A Be was one of the political field 

people. 

Q When you say "field people," what do 

you mean? Was he in the field as such? 

A Not much. He rarely came to Montana, 

but he had responsibility for states. 

Q He was based in Washington. Is that 

correct ? 

A I believe so. 

Q Did you ever have much contact with 

Wes Anderson? 

A Sporadic - -  possible phone calls - -  

but rarely. 

Q In terms of your contacts with the 

NRSC, what kinds of subjects would you be 

addressing when you would contact them or when 

they would contact you? 

A We would communicate on a periodic 

BETA REPORTING 
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basis. We had an interest in the status of the 

campaign, what we were doing. We had an 

interest in making sure that we got support, 

that they give to candidates who were seen as 

having a shot at winning. 

Q What kind of support do you mean? 

A Well, the first one is obviously the 

coordinated expenditure which is the primary 

thing that you make aure that you have the 

information, BO you get the contributions so 

that you have that. 

Secondly, the primary resource that 

the Senatorial Campaign Committee is to advise 

others on whether it's a credible campaign. So 

if they are out bad-mouthing you, it hurts your 

fundraising. If they're saying nice things 

about you, it helps your fundraising. 

Q How would you chaxacterize your 

relationships with the NRSC looking back on it? 

A Fairly standard. They had a job to 

do. We had a job to do. 

Q Did you ever raise the issue, 

BETA REPORTING 
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concerning the content of the advertising that 

they were doing in Montana? 

MR. CACCIA: Do we have a time frame 

we're talking about? 

BY MS. WEISSENBORN: 

Q 1996. 

A In 1996, we were very concerned. 

They ran an ad as, discussing Mr. Baucus' 

voting record, which was erroneous. The  

cardinal rule in any advertising, whether it's 

for a product or a campaign, is it's factual 

and it's documented. They violated that 

cardinal rule. Mr. Baucus turned that back and 

claimed it was Denny's advertising and that it 

was his fault. It was very damaging to our 

campaign. 

Q Was it you who contacted them about 

this? 

A I do not recall specifically the 

phone call, but I know that I had discussions 

with Phil Griffith in terms of specifically the 

fact that what were they going to do to rectify 

BBTA REPORTING 
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this damage they were causing him. 

Q When you had these contacts, were 

they primarily by telephone? 

A Yes. 

Q Did you ever go over and meet with 

them? 

A We would meet once every two or three 

months in person. 

Q At their office usually? 

A Yes. 

MS. WEISSENBORN: Off the record. 

(Discussion off the record) 

BY MS. WEISSENBORN: 

Q Before we go on to the specifics, I 

want to clarify something you said earlier. 

You were talking about the division of labor 

within your company with regard to the Rehberg 

campaign, and you mentioned different people 

involved. 

Could you tell us exactly which 

aspect was your responsibility and which was 

Mr. Mahe's and so forth. 

BBTA RIPQlRTING 
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A We don't divide it that way. We're a 

small firm. It depends on - -  we have other 

clients obviously. It depends on who the 

campaign calls. It would depend upon which one 

of us was there. If I started something, I 

would probably follow through on it. So more 

circumstantial decision rather than division by 

specifics. 

Q So that was all by way of, sort of 

background. Let's turn to some specifics and 

ask to have this marked Exhibit 2. 

(Lee Deposition Exhibit No. 2 

was marked for identification.) 

BY MS. WEISSENBORN: 

Q Exhibit 2 is composed of, as you can 

s e e ,  schedules for, entitled "Denny Rehberg." 

Did you for July 16th through the 

19th of, I believe, 1995, it doesn't say the 

year, do you recognize these schedules? 

MR. CACCIA: She's still reviewing 

them. 

MS. WEISSENBORN: Sorry. 

BETA R E P O R T I N G  
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MR. C A C C I A :  What was the question? 

BY MS. WEISSENBORN: 

Q Do you recognize this at all? 

A I don't recognize the specifics, but 

it is a series of appointments for Denny 

Rehberg. 

Q Would you have made up this schedule? 

A No. 

Q Do you have any idea who did these 

for him? 

A I do not recall. 

Q Do you recall whether Mr. Rehberg, in 

fact, made a trip to Washington, D.C. in July 

of 1995? 

A I know he made a trip in the summer 

after he announced his candidacy. 

Q Do you remember if anyone accompanied 

him to Washington? 

A I don't. 

Q Did you have any input into what his 

schedule was going to be for that summer visit 

to Washington? 
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MR. CACCIA: Are we assuming that the 

visit referred to on the calendar is the same 

visit? What visit is it you're talking about 

now? 

MS. WEISSENBORN: She mentioned that 

she remembers a summer visit. Yes, I am 

assuming that this i s  it. 

THE WITNESS: In ' 9 5 .  

BY MS. WEISSENBORN: 

Q It was in July of ' 9 5 ,  right. 

Did you have any input into making up 

the entire program €or when he was coming? 

A I don't recall this specific trip. 

Either myself or one of my staff people, when 

any of our candidates come to town, make 

recommendations of who they should visit. I 

don't recall the specifics of this trip. 

Q So in terms of, generally, the areas 

that are blacked out, would you have any idea 

of what kinds of appointments those were? 

A I really don't. 

Q Down at the bottom of that page i t  

BETA REPORTXNG 
( 2 0 2 )  6 3 8 - 2 4 0 0  1 - 8 0 0 - 5 2 2 - 2 3 8 2  ( 7 0 3  1 684  - 2 3 8 2  



1 

2 

3 

4 

5 r,: 

11 t 
i; 0 12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

22 

refers to a meeting with Senator Alfonse 

D'Amato at 5:30 p.m. Did you accompany 

Mr. Rehberg? 

A I did not. 

Q Did anyone from your firm accompany 

Mr. Rehberg to this meeting with Mr. Senator 

D I Amat o? 

A No. 

Q Do you remember Mr. Rehberg ever 

reporting back to you as to what they 

discussed? 

A I do not. 

Q All right. On the next page, which 

is the schedule for Tuesday, July 18th, 

presumedly, '95, at 9:OO a.m. there's an 

appointment at the NRSC for a meeting with John 

Heubusch. 

Do you remember whether you 

accompanied Mr. Rehberg to that meeting? 

A I did not. 

Q Did anyone else from your firm, do 

you remember? 

~~ ~ ~ ~~~ ~~ ~ ~ 
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A No. 

Q Do you remember whether you organized 

that meeting or set it up? 

A I do not recall any of these 

meetings . 
Q The next item is a 9:15 a.m. meeting 

with a number of individuals named from the 

NRSC. Do you remember being at that meeting 

yourself? 

A I attended a meeting on opposition 

research. I do not recall being at a meeting 

with all the people that are listed on this 

list. So I don't know if it was the same 

meeting or not. 

Q But with Mr. Rehberg you remember 

such a meeting. 

A We had one meeting on opposition 

research that I attended, yes. 

MR. CACCIA: Would that meeting have 

been in this time frame? 

THE WITNESS: It would have been 

sometime during '95 when we got the initial 
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research package that they prepared. 

BY MS. WEISSENBORN: 

Q Was it your experience that the N R S C  

would, as just a matter of general practice, 

hold a meeting such as this with each 

candidate, each perspective candidate? 

A Oh, yes. They have just done so in 

another instance. It's a standard service that 

they provide campaigns. 

Q Eo you have any memory o f  who you 

remember being at that meeting besides 

yourse 1 f ? 

A The one that I attended, I know that 

Dennis was there, Dennis Rehberg and Joanne 

Barnhardt and someone from their research 

division. I don't recall who it would have 

been. 

Q Do you remember what all was 

discussed at that particular meeting? Was it 

just opposition research or what other? 

A I don't have a specific recall of any 

of the conversation. The purpose of the 

B E T A  R X P O R T I N G  
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to candidates? 

A Not in this particular meeting. 

Q Do you remember a meeting where they 

would have gotten into other kinds of services 

that they were willing to provide? 

A Well, one. I've worked with the 

Senatorial Committee before, so we have a 

general understanding of the kinds of services 

they provide. I had conversations at different 

times . 

I had one meeting with Joanne 

Rarnhardt when she went through some of the 

specifics that she was anticipating the 

Senatorial Committee would make available. 

Our primary focus, during this time 

frame was that the research package that they 

had provided was incomplete. It didn't go 

through the full voting record and other 
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things, so we went through a seemingly endless 

request for them to finish that project. 

Q Did they ever do so? 

A Not in any form that we felt was 

adequate. 

Q Do you remember some of the other 

kinds of services that she talked about at the 

meeting you do remember? 

A Again, it was not in this meeting, 

and whether it was a meeting or over the phone, 

she did discuss the availability of support €or 

their, for fundraising efforts. They make 

available different opportunities for 

candidates to meet potential donors, that sort 

of thing. 

Q Did she raise the question or the 

issue of media advertising at all, either by 

phone or at a meeting? 

A She discussed with me a program that 

the party was going to undertake on Mr. Baucus' 

voting record and votes that he was facing. 

Q Would you elaborate on that? What 
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did she tell you about that? 

A It was in late 1995 as 1 recall. She 

said that they were willing to put $25,000 or 

$35,000, somewhere in that range, into this 

program. 

Q You say tqthey," you mean the NRSC 

itself? 

A She said the party and that they were 

going to share in that. There was some 

discussion about involvement with the Montana 

republican party as well. 

Q Did she talk about specifics as to 

what issues they were planning to address in 

that program? 

A His voting records in terms of how it 

was or was not in support of what Montana was, 

generally. 

Q Did she ask for any input from you? 

A No. They never ask for any input 

from US. 

Q They didn't ask for your critique as 

to content of what they were planning to do, or 
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ask for suggestions? 

A No. We did not see their content. 

Q What about stations they were 

planning to place ads with? 

A No. 

Q What about the timing? 

A No. 

Q Did they ask for - -  

MR. C A C C I A :  Can we go off the record 

for one second. 

(Discussion off the record) 

BY MS. WEISSENBORN: 

Q Generally speaking, did you ever see 

any of the ads that were placed in Montana by 

the NRSC prior to they're being shown, 

broadcast? 

A Our ads? 

Q The senatorial - -  their ads. 

A No. 

Q we'll get into some of the more 

specific ones later, but just as a genera 

rule - -  
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MR. CACCIA: Excuse me one second. 

(Counsel conferred with witness) 

BY MS. WEISSENBORN: 

Q At the time that Joanne Barnhardt 

told you that they were planning this ad 

program in Montana, did you express an opinion 

as to whether or not they should be doing this 

or ask to have any input? 

A No. I mean, in terms of opinion, 

obviously, any discussion of Mr. Baucus' record 

was not anything we were adverse to, but we did 

not get involved in terms of any specifics. 

Q During telephone or face to face 

conversation where you learned that they were 

planning this, did you make any comments about 

whether you thought it was an advisable 

undertaking? 

A It was a very conceptual presentation 

by her that they were intending to do this. 

There were a lot of what i f s .  We were a little 

skeptical at that point o f  their deliverables 

on a variety of things. I'm sure I processed 
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it and didn't get too excited at the time. 

Q Did you ask for any kind of 

notification prior to the ads going on? 

A No. 

Q Did you ask to receive copies of the 

contents afterwards i n  a script of whatever, 

something like that, after the fact? 

MR. CACCIA: After what fact? 

BY MS. WEISSENBORN: 

Q After the ads were broadcast? 

A There would be no need because the 

Montana people, obviously, that worked with us, 

provided us with copies of anything that was on 

the air, whether it was Mr. Baucus' advertising 

or other campaigns. So that would never enter 

in my head to do since we relied on our own 

resource to do that. 

Q When you said provided you copies, 

they would make a video copy of the television 

ad? 

A We used to sometimes get video copies 

more often because you're dealing in a real 
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time frame. It would be a - -  somebody would go 

type out or hand write the script and fax it to 

us. 

In terms of - -  if you're speaking of 

the senatorial campaign ads. at that time 

frame, we would also receive, as most of the 

political community in Washington, D . C .  did, a 

press release that they disseminated both in 

Montana and, I assume, locally with the 

political newsletters here in town, copies of 

the ads and the press release. They would also 

release them. 

Q That was their policy, to send these 

out to all the candidates involved? Is that 

correct? 

A It's my understanding. 

Q It was not that you asked €or it? 

A No. Fax and mail we get every day. 

Q Do you know whether the N R S C  

contacted the Rehberg campaign directly about 

the ad program? 

A 1 am not aware of any contact. 
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Q A s  far as you know, you were the 

contact that they made - -  

A Oh, no. They dealt directly with the 

campaign, as well as me and as well as Denny 

directly . 

Q But in terms of the ad campaign 

itself, your knowledge is only what they told 

you directly? 

A Yes. 

Q Rather than your learning about it 

through the campaign; is that correct? 

A In terms of where the ad is running? 

Q The fact they were going to do this 

campaign. 

A Oh, they communicated - -  I don't know 

in terms of, if your question is, did they only 

talk to me - -  

Q That's really my question. 

A I would be very surprised if I was 

the only person they ever talked to. That was 

not the way they operated. They dealt directly 

with the campaign whenever they chose to. But 
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I'm not aware of any specific conversations. 

(Lee Deposition Exhibit No. 3 

w a s  marked for identification.) 

BY MS. WEISSENBORN: 

Q The purpose of this exhibit is really 

just to identify some of the people who were 

mentioned on it. 

MR. CACCIA: She's still reviewing 

it. 

MS. WEISSENBORN: Yes. 

THE WITNESS: Uh-huh. 

BY MS. WEISSENBORN: 

Q This exhibit is apparently a 

memorandum from Ashley Jordan, who you said was 

an employee of the Eddie Mahe Company, to Geoff 

Ziebert. Is that correct? 

A It's Mahe. 

Q Mahe. 

A That's correct. 

Q under the cc's, it saya, among 

others, a copy would go to Will Brooke. Who 

was Will Brooke? 
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A He was one of the campaign 

cochairmen. 

Q In Montana? 

A Excuse me. Re was the finance 

chairman at the time that this was written in 

Montana. 

Q In the first sentence it references 

Denny‘s schedule during his last visit to 

Washington. 

Would you assume that that was the 

July visit that w e  were just Looking at, as far 

as the schedule was concerned? 

MR. CACCIA: Don’t assume. Only 

answer if you know. 

THE WITNESS: 1 believe he only made 

two trips during this time frame. So 1 would 

assume that it refers to the July schedule we 

looked at. 

BY MS. WEISSENBORN: 

Q Do you remember when the second trip 

was? 

A This memo is dated September 19th, so 
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I would assume it was fairly soon thereafter. 

I don't recall the dates. 

Q We'll get to that in a moment. 

just wondered if you remembered. 

Could you tell me who Robert 

Arensberg is? 

A He is a - -  works at the HIAA. 

an association - -  one of the health 

associations here in town. 

I 

It's 

Q Was he affiliated with your company 

at all? 

A No, not professionally, as a friend. 

Q Do you know what kinds of 

appointments he would have been responsible for 

arranging? 

A Robert is very familiar with the PAC 

community, so he at various times helped us 

with which PAC people to meet. 

Q It says also Wes Anderson of the 

NRSC, he helped to set up appointments. 

Do you know what kind of appointments 

he particularly would have looked at? 
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A I have no idea. 

Q Then on the second page, it says, 

"Finally, I ' d  like to set up a meeting with 

Priscilla Ruzzo of the NRSC - -  lets figure out 

what they are willing to do for Denny on their 

end. 

Do you know if that meeting ever took 

place? 

A I don't know. 

Q In the very last sentence it says, 

Jack Ramirez, can you tell me who that is? 

A He's a good friend of Denny and Jan 

Rehberg. He currently - -  he's actually Robert 

Arensberg's father-in-law. 

In terms of his professional sense, 

he is the head of a insurance association in 

Chicago. 

Q Let's move on to the next one. 

(Lee Deposition Exhibit No. 4 

was marked for identification.) 

BY M S .  WEISSENBORN: 

Q Do you recognize this memorandum? 
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A This is a memo that I wrote, yes. 

Q It doesn't have a date on it, do you 

have any idea, approximately, when this was 

written? 

A I believe, based upon the content, 

that it's referring to a Christmas party that 

would have been some time in either late 

October or November of 1995. 

Q Is it correct that you went out to 

Montana around that time? 

A I made many trips to Montana. 

This specifically references a trip 

at that point, so I would say that is correct. 

Q Do you remember who all w a s  at this 

particular meeting in Montana? 

A I don't. 

Q It references, in the first sentence, 

conversations with the NRSC. 

Do you remember what particular 

conversations you were talking about there? 

MR. CACCIA: The first sentence of a 

particular paragraph? 
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BY PIS. WEISSENBORN: 

Q At the very top. 

A 1 don't remember a particular time, 

date or specifics. Later in the memo it 

references the topic. 

Q Over on Page 3 ,  in terms of 

assignments, apparently, under N R S C ,  it says 

you will undertake the care and feeding and 

communication with the N R S C .  

What does that refer to? 

A Just probably a poor choice of words. 

You think you are dealing with an internal memo 

that then becomes a public document. 

But it w a s  a very difficult 

relationship in terms of they were not 

providing us the research information t h a t  they 

told us they would do. It was holding us back 

on things we needed t o  do. 

We were trying to make a 

determination if they would in fact make - -  

meet any of the deadlines they've missed. So 

we made a determination again to try to log 
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them into getting done. 

Q Was a prospective ad campaign any 

part of this communication with them? Would 

that have been an issue also in determination 

of the care and feeding? 

A Well, in terms of this memo, it 

references the message program that w e  talked 

about earlier. 

Q Under the state party, the last 

paragraph? 

A Uh-huh, yes. 

Q So I believe you had said earlier 

that you mentioned the figure of $3S,OOO. This 

makes it sound as though more of that money was 

going to be coming with from the state party. 

Do you know. in fact, whether the 

state party did come up with that amount? 

A I do not recall the specifics of what 

the party in Montana did versus the national 

senatorial. 

Q On the first page it talks about a 

Christmas open house. 
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Did that ever take place? 

A I don't recall the specifics. We did 

a variety of meetings with Denny, with 

supporters throughout the year. This was a 

recommendation of something to do for our key 

fundraisers, I don't recall the specifics of 

campaign events now many months and days later. 

Q In the very last sentence of that 

paragraph it says, *Joanne agreed she could as 

well as assisting on the Denver event." 

Was there a Denver event? 

A Yes. 

Q Do you remember when that was held? 

A It was, it says here, this is an 

undated one, but I believe it was in late '95, 

probably December. 

Q Is the Joanne you refer to here 

Joanne Barnhardt? 

A Yes, it is. 

Q Did she come out for the Denver 

event? 

A No. she did not. 

BETA RBPORTLNG 
' 2 0 2 )  6 3 8 - 2 4 0 0  1 - 8 0 0 - 5 2 2 - 2 3 8 2  ( 7 0 3 )  6 8 4 - 2 3 8 2  



1 

2 

3 

4 

c 6 i" 
7 6 

2 3  

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

2 0  

21 

22 

41 

Q On the last page, going back under 

the NRSC, it indicates that Joanne - -  again, 

this means Joanne Barnhardt, right? 

A Yea, it does. 

Q That "she will work with us to get 

Denny invited to the Senatorial Trust events". 

Did he attend the Senator Trust 

events? 

A I'm sorry. 

Q Under the next paragraph, right, 

under NRSC? 

A He attended some senatorial trust 

events, yes. 

Q Did you ever go to one with him? 

A No, I didn't. 

Q D i d  anyone else from your firm? 

A Not that I'm aware of. 

Q I'm sorry to go back and forth, but 

one more thing on the first page. There's a 

reference to the Century Club. What was that? 

A I do not recall it specifically, but 

I would assume it's other key leaders, so it 
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was probably our finance team. 

Q "Ouro meaning the Rehberg Team? 

A The Rehberg, yes. I'm sorry, the 

Rehberg. 

Q Then one more time on the second 

page, there's the blacked out area? 

MR. CACGIA:  We have to go one page 

at a time. 

MS. WEISSENBORN: I know. I'm trying 

not to repeat things that we already talked 

about. 

BY HS. WEISSENBORN: 

Q Right in the middle, the first 

printed part right under the blacked out area, 

it talks about .for each of these areas we need 

the facts". 

Am I correct in assuming that this is 

talking about the factual backup to ads or the 

research; or what does that mean? 

A This is regarding the overall 

research of the campaign. This is the basis 

for any research program in a campaign. 
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You need your record where you have 

an incumbent, you need your opponent's record, 

if you're talking about specific issues. Y o u  

need those statistics that apply to the 

particular state you're in. Then obviously, 

the different speeches off of the research, you 

have to make it listenable to folks who want to 

listen. 

Q That's talking about the campaign's 

own research, not the NRSC'a research. 

Is that correct? 

A When you're talking about the 

research - -  yes, would be the answer. Because 

we are trying - -  the NRSC provided a base 

document. They had agreed to do additional 

research. Much of that, as I said, was not 

forthcoming, so we were making efforts to get 

additional - -  to get it done. So we had a 

research database f o r  the campaign. 

MR. CACCIA:  We're not going back to 

page I? 

MS. WEISSENBORM: No, we're not. 
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(Lee Deposition Exhibit No. 5 

was marked for identification.) 

THE WITNESS: Okay. 

BY MS. WEISSENBORN: 

Q This exhibit is composed of three 

separate pages, three separate documents. The 

first is entitled the Rehberg Schedule for 

October 21st through the 23rd, again, I assume 

of 1995, it does not say. 

The next page covers the same period. 

It's a copy of the calendar of the same period. 

The last is a newspaper article which we'll get 

to - 
Did you prepare this, the first page, 

the schedule? 

A I did not personally. Someone in my 

firm could have. 

Q Does t h e  type and so forth look like 

something you would put together? 

A O u r  company uses - -  I mean, I can't 
tell you that came off of our computer. But 

that's not an unusual format that we use. 
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MR. CACCIA: Do you recognize this 

particular document? 

THE WITNESS: Not specifically. 

MR. CACCIA: Does this look like one 

generally that you use? 

THE WITNESS: Yes. 

BY MS. WEISSENBORN: 

Q Do you remember Mr. Rehberg making a 

trip to Washington during this time frame of 

October 21st, 23rd? 

A Y e s .  

Q Do you remember if anyone accompanied 

him on that trip? 

A I believe that Jan Rehberg did. 

P Did Mike Piper, do YOU remember? 

A Mike wasn't hired at this point in 

time. 

Q Anyone else from his committee? 

A No. 

Q Have you ever seen the second page, 

the calendar? 

R No, I have not. 
~~ ~~ 
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Q I am presenting it together because, 

since there are a number of items blacked out 

on the first page, this seems to fill it in a 

bit in terms of NRSC related activity. 

Looking at the calendar on the second 

page - -  

MR. CACCIA: Do you have some reason 

to believe. based on the w a y  you're asking the 

question, that this is a Rehberg calendar? I 

don't see a designation like I did on the other 

one. 

MS. WEISSENBORN: It was supplied by 

the campaign. 

BY MS. WEPSSENBORM: 

Q On Monday the 23rd at 9:30 it says, 

DR interview with Mike Myers of The Hill at the 

NRSC. 

Did your firm make arrangements 

for - -  

MR. CACCIA: Just so the record is 

clear, it says, in parens, no attend. 

MS. WEISSENBORN: I haven't asked 
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what that means, if you have an idea - -  

BY MS. WEISSENBORN: 

Q Was part of your role to set up press 

interviews? 

A Part of o u r  role was always to make 

sure that the candidate's schedules were filled 

out. We would include the political 

newspapers, as well as PACs,  as well as issue 

people - 

I do not know, at this instance, 

whether my staff set this up or whether the 

others working, Geoff Ziebart - -  who were off 

hunting the following Sunday according to this 

record, which makes me wonder if it really is 

Denny's calendar because I'm surprised he would 

put his shooting schedule on Denny's calendar. 

So i don't know who made it specifically. 

Q Did you go to this interview? 

A NO. 

0 Did anyone else from your fixm that 

you remember? 

A No. 
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Q The newspaper article, which is dated 

October 24th, a newspaper in Missoula, Montana, 

over on the very right-hand column, the top 

sentence talks about a *meet and greet luncheon 

today," the 24th. 

MR. CACCIA: Ms. Weissenborn, where 

are you, which column? 

MS. WEISSENBORN: Right here. 

(Indicating) 

BY MS. WEISSENBORN: 

Q What is a meet and greet luncheon? 

Do you know? 

A A meet and greet is standardly used 

to refer to an opportunity €or people to meet 

the candidate and understand what his positions 

are on issues. 

Q Is that something that your firm 

would have set up? 

A As I said, when we had him in town, 

we assisted on it. The PAC fundraiser had the 

primary responsibility €or it, but we assisted. 

Can I just ask a question? h lot of 

BETA BBPCPRTILQG 
( 2 0 2 )  6 3 8 - 2 4 0 0  1 - 8 0 0 - 5 2 2 - 2 3 8 2  (70.31 6 8 4 - 2 3 8 2  



i 

t 6 
F 
L.. 
P 
i 7 

P 8 

9 

10 

L 
t 

F- 
b- 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

4 9  

this doesn't seem to have anything - -  I 'm 

sorry. X thought it w a s  regarding Senatorial 

committee meetings. I just, against time, of 

how this applies - -  but I'm sorry, that's not 

my job. 

Q Do you remember going to that 

meeting? 

A I did not. 

Q Do you remember whether anyone else 

from your firm attended that particular 

luncheon? 

A I do not recall specifically. It is 

possible that Ashley Jordan may have. 

Q Back on the calendar, the middle one, 

that second page, at 1:45 p.m. it has a meeting 

of DR, Dennis Rehbexg, with Ken Rudin of 

Hotline at the NRSC. 

Would you have accompanied him tQ 

that particular interview? 

A 1 did not. 

Q Then down at the bottom of that. same 

column, at 4:OO there is, what I'm interpreting 
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to be, a Steering Committee meeting at the 

NRSC. 

Is that correct? Is that how you 

would interpret ST? 

Yes. 

What was the Steering Committee? 

It would refer to the PAC Steering 

E ,  the PAC fundraising Steering 

Committee. 

Q That was specific to the Rehberg 

campaign? 

A Yes - 
Q Is that a meeting that Mr. Ziebart 

would have been responsible for organizing? 

A Yes, uh-huh. 

Q Did you attend that meeting with 

Mr. Rehberg? 

A I could have. I do not specifically 

recall. I went to a variety of them during the 

campaign season. They’re all fairly much the 

same. 

Q Do you remember some of the people 

BETA PEPBBTILVG 
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who were on the steering committee? 

A Robert Harrisburg, Jack Ramirez, I 

believe Cy Jamison. 

Q was Senator Conrad Burns on it? 

A Senators don't serve on PAC steering 

committees. They often come and attend, speak. 

Obviously, when you're doing a race, 

in a senator's home state. you want them to 

give their perspective on the race end the 

situation. Uot to my knowledge was he ever 

listed as a m e m b e r  of the steering committee. 

It would be very unusual. 

Q What would be the reason for it being 

held at the NRSC? 

A One of the resources. The Senatorial 

Committee makes available, to our candidates, 

the use of their facilities to hold meetings, 

mee? and greets, that sort of thing. 

Q Then, on the same day 88  the Steering 

Committee meeting, October 2 3 d ,  back on the 

first page, down at the b o t t o m ,  it refers to a 

5 : 3 0  p.m. PAC fundraiser at Cy and Linda 
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Jamison's. 

Is this a fundraiser that your firm 

would have organized? 

A No. Geoff Ziebart had the 

responsibility f o r  this. We assisted. 

Q This was a private home, correct? 

A Yes - 
MR. CACCIA: Can we go off the record 

for  a minute? 

MS. WEISSEMBORN: Yes. 

(Discussion off the record) 

(Lee Deposition Exhibit No. 6 

was marked for identification.) 

BY MS. WEISSENBORN: 

Q Do you recognize this press release? 

A It's a pre5s release from NRSC in 

terms of the specifics. We received a variety 

of press releases from the  NRSC through our 

fax, and this wae obviously one of them. This 

one specifically, I donat have any specific 

recollection of. 

Q It's dated October the 19th of ' 9 5 .  
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Down where the parenthesis are, there is talk 

about possible ad targets. 

I believe earlier you testified about 

the fact that you had a discussion, I believe 

it was with Joanne Barnhardt, about an upcoming 

ad campaign. 

Was that about the same time as this 

press release came out? 

A That conversation with Joanne was 

after this time frame. It was after my trip to 

Montana, which was sometime in late October. 

So my conversation with her would have been in 

late October to sometime in November. 

Q Was your conversation triggered at 

all by this press release? 

A This informed us that they were 

looking at doing ad campaigns, yes. 

Q When you received it, did you make 

contact or have a discussion with anyone at the 

NRSC about this, prior to your conversation 

later with Joanne or - -  

A No. I don't recall any specific 
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conversation. 

Q To your knowledge, did Mr. Rehberg 

discuss this press release with anyone at the 

NRSC? 

A I have no knowledge of that. 

(Lee Deposition Exhibit No. 7 

was marked for identification.) 

BY MS. WEISSENBORN: 

Q This is a calendar for March 18th 

through 2 4 .  1996, which again we received via 

the Rehberg campaign. 

Under Thursday, March 21st, it shows 

a meeting DR at NRSC meeting, at the NRSC 

starting at 1O:OO. 

First of all, do you remember 

Mr. Rehberg coming to Washington at this 

period? 

a I don't remember this specific trip. 

Q Do you remember him having meetings 

at the NRSC on or about that date, March the 

21St? 

A When Denny Rehberg was in town, he 
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would go by and visit with the people at NRSC. 

He came several times during the campaign. I 

don't have a specific recollection of this trip 

at this time frame. 

Q So, I assume, you did not accompany 

him at this meeting? 

A Not at these meetings, no. 

Q DO you remember him talking to you 

about the results of, not necessarily this 

meeting, but, meetings in that period af time, 

in the spring of '96? 

This includes people he had met or 

things he had talked about at the NRSC? 

A Any time that he was in town, and if 

we were in town at the same time, at some point 

during nis schedule we would have lunch or 

dinner and w e  rould share information back and 

forth. 1 don't have any specific recollection 

of this trip. 

Q During this time Zrame, in the spring 

of ' 9 6 ,  did he ever discuss with you or tell 

you about discussions he had had with NRSC 
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representatives involving advertising that 

they're planning to do in Montana? 

A I don't recall any conversations with 

Denny about that, no. 

Q In the spring of ' 9 6 ,  do you remember 

hearing that any of his campaign officials or 

representatives had had discussions with the 

N R S C  about advertising? 

A I do not recall any more 

conversations. 

Q The last item on that calendar under 

the 21st of March says, *Senatorial Committee 

one-on-ones: What is a 'one-on-~ne"? 

A nOne-on-onem is" I meet w i t h  y o u ,  o n e  

on one. 

Q With representatives of the NRSC? 

A I don't know who that's referring to. 

It says at the Senatorial Committee. If it 

follows the other format - -  I don't know the 

specifics at all. 

Q It also says in parenthesis, all 

handled by Mike Piper. 
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Does that mean that your firm would 

probably have not have been involved in setting 

this up? 

A Again, we were support. When they 

had a schedule, it was Mike Piper, obviously, 

who is the one who arranged those, who was the 

campaign manager. 

(Lee Deposition Exhibit No. 8 

was marked for identification.) 

BY MS. WEISSENBORN: 

Q I'm going to go through a series of 

these ads. At some point we may combine a 

group of them. But just to begin, let's do 

them one by one. 

Do you recognize this NRSC news 

release dated April 16, 1996? 

A I recognize it as the kind of news 

release that they did over a variety of things 

they were doing, not this one specifically. 

Q Up at the top, it is apparently fax 

information showing it came to you. 

Is that correct? 
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A Yes. 

Q On that date. I believe you said 

earlier that you had received these as a matter 

of course. 

Is that correct? 

A Uh-huh. 

Q The second and third page apparently 

involves issues. 

Could you explain what this, the 

second and third pages? 

A Well, I did not prepare this 

document. But based upon what is here, this is 

the standard documentation package that you do 

when you are providing documentation f o r  an ad. 

It takes the issues that are raised in the 

script of the ad and then ties each phrase to 

whatever documentation was used. 

Q Prior to this ad being placed, were 

you sent or telephoned the script for this? 

A No. 

Q Did you have any prior knowledge of 

what the script was going to be? 
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A No. 

Q To your knowledge, did Mr. Rehberg 

have any prior knowledge as to what the content 

was going to be? 

A No. 

Q Did anyone on his committee staff? 

A No. 

Q Did you, or anyone at your company, 

have prior information that an ad involving the 

subject matter w a s  going to be broadcast? 

A No. 

Q Beginning on the 16th. Did you say 

that you recognized this ad as such? 

A I recognized the format. These are 

the ads they ran. I did not recall the exact 

script, no. 

Q You did remember the one that they 

were going to do being on term limits. 

Is that correct? 

A No. 

Q You did not know that. I know this 

is redundant and it's going to be more so 
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later, but did you - -  

MR. CACCIA: Let's see if we can 

avoid that. 

MS. WEISSENBORN: Let's just do a 

couple and then we'll bunch them together. 

BY MS. WEISSENBORN: 

Q Did you discuss the placement of  this 

ad? 

A No. 

Q O r  the time with the NRSC? 

A No. I had no involvement with any of 

the NRSC ads. 

MS. WEISSENBORN: Let's go off just a 

second. 

(Discussion off the record) 

(Lee Deposition Exhibit No. 9 

was marked f o r  identification.) 

BY MS. WEISSENBORN: 

Q This next exhibit is another press 

release of an NRSC ad dated April the 25th, 

1996. The ad is entitled " G O P  ads, Baucus 

should back balanced budget on senate floor." 

B E T A  R E P O R T I N G  
(202) 638-2400 1-800-522-2382 (703) 684-2382 



1 

2 

3 

4 

5 
I. 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

61 

Do you recognize this press release? 

A This is a press release that refers 

to the ad about Baucus' voting for the alpine 

slide and casino in Connecticut. 

Q Did you personally have any prior 

knowledge that this ad was going to be 

broadcast? 

A I did not. 

Q Had you been given an opportunity to 

comment on the content prior to its being - -  

A I did not. 

Q Did you have any knowledge of when it 

was going to come out? 

A NO. 

Q Did you have any knowledge of what 

stations it was going to be placed on? 

A No. 

Q To your knowledge, did anyone in the 

Rehberg campaign know that this ad was going to 

be aired? 

A No. 

Q What was the reaction of your firm to 
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MR. CACCIA: Let's start with her 

react ion. 

THE WITNESS: My reaction, when we 

were made aware that - -  and I don't recall 

whether it was Senator Baucus' campaign or 

others in Montana - -  the press, or whoever it 

was, drew attention to that fact was that this 

was erroneous. We were very concerned because 

putting out false advertising is very, very 

damaging. Mr. Baucus, when he did it, he did 

with all of the senatorial ads, he attacked 

Denny Rehberg for the ads, not the Senatorial 

Campaign Committee. 

MR. CACCIA: I think we were off the 

record when we talked about this being 

erroneous. 

Maybe you want to ask her what it was 

that she felt was erroneous about. 

BY MS. WEISSENBORN: 

Q What was errcneous about this ad? 

A It was drawn to our attention that 
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the content of this ad, specifically the alpine 

slide in Puerto Rico and casino in Connecticut, 

were things that Mr. Baucus had not voted for. 

Q Did you contact the NRSC about this 

ad after it came out? 

A Yes, we did. 

Q What was the conversation that you 

had? 

A We basically asked them what they 

were going to do to fix it because we were 

being killed by it. Mr. Baucus had attacked 

Denny for telling lies and for placing the 

responsibility of the ad on him which was not 

true. It was, it gave Baucus an opportunity to 

question Denny's integrity. 

Q What was the NRSC's response? 

A Shrugged their shoulders, so what. 

Q Who did you talk to at the NRSC? 

A Phil Griffith, Griffin, whichever. 

Q Was there ever any correction done? 

A Not to my knowledge. 

MR. CACCIA: You mean by the 
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committee. 

BY MS. WEISSENBORN: 

Q I mean by the NRSC. 

A No. It wasn't our ad. But to our 

knowledge, they never did anything about it. 

Q From the Rehberg committee side, did 

you take any action to do anything publicly to 

rectify this? 

A Ask the question again, I'm sorry. 

Q The Rehberg's committee side, did the 

committee, or you representing them, take any 

actions after this ad to, in public, rectify 

the situation? 

A The Rehberg campaign responded 

through the press to Mr. Baucus' attack on the 

Rehberg campaign. 

Q What form did that take? Press 

releases? 

A A press release and I'm sure calls by 

the press secretary to the press. 

MS. WEISSENBORN: Why don't we take a 

break for a moment. 
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(Recess) 

(Lee Deposition Exhibit No. 10 

was marked for identification.) 

BY MS. WEISSENBORN: 

Q Do you recognize Exhibit lo? 

A Yes, I do. 

Q Before we talk about it specifically, 

just in terms of Exhibit 9, the ad, we talked 

about it in terms of your reaction to that 

particular ad. 

What w a s  the reaction of the Rehberg 

committee to that? 

A The entire campaign, whether it was a 

candidate, his spouse, his staff, I mean, this 

was a major problem because of the way 

Mr. Baucus responded to it, calling Denny 

guilty of saying that he was lying. In fact, 

they used this very, the response that they 

started with this, in the very closing days of 

the campaign which was part of Denny's loss. 

We didn't know this at the time, but 

it was very - -  it was a major, major event 
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because of the attack that Baucus leveled on 

us. As I recall, I don't remember specifics, 

but I believe in addition to the press attacks, 

that he also did a paid response as well. 

Q He meaning? 

A Baucus. 

Q Exhibit 10, the memorandum to the 

Rehberg campaign from you dated April 30, 1996, 

could you just summarize what the purpose of 

that memorandum was? What inspired it? 

A The purpose of this memorandum, to 

the Rehberg team, was to suggest a response of 

dealing with the attack that we were getting 

from Max Baucus in response to the Senatorial 

Committee's erroneous ad. 

Q When you talk about the guilty 

charge, what does "guilty" refer to? 

A Baucus' response. As I sa 

believe there was paid radio as well 

component, as well as press, in that 

that Denny was guilty and just laid 

So what we were looking to 

a paid 

he said 

t out. 

do was to 
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have some respond in kind. You're getting mud 

thrown at you, you go back with the same kind 

of charge so that you can level the playing 

field, or at least get everybody confused of 

what the situation is. 

Q What, in fact, did the Rehberg 

committee finally decide to do? 

A We did not have the money. O n e  of 

the things that you do when you decide strategy 

is when do you use your resources. This was a 

little over a month before our primary. We had 

what appeared to be a wealthy primary candidate 

running against us. We were not willing to 

squander our resources in a fight with Baucus 

that we had not started. 

We didn't have the resources to fight 

time we were fighting 

our response was through 

that fight at the same 

the primary fight. So 

the press. 

Q Next I would 

series of exhibits, a1 

like to introduce a 

of which are either 

radio or television ads We'il number them one 
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by one, but we'll talk about them as a group 

aftex you've looked at them. 

(Lee Deposition Exhibit No. 11 

through 15 were marked for 

identification.) 

BY MS. WEISSENBORN: 

Q A s  far as Exhibits 11, 12, and 14 are 

concerned, which, at least the first pages, axe 

press releases? 

MR. C A C C I A :  11, 1 2  and 14? 

MS. WEISSENBORN: 14, right. 15. 

MR. C A C C I A :  Just real quick, for the 

record, Exhibit 15 is a one-page document and 

Exhibit 14 is a one-page document. Exhibit 12 

is a two-page document, Exhibit 11 is a 

five-page document and Exhibit 13 is a one-page 

document. 

THE WITNESS: Which we're not dealing 

w i t h  at this moment. 

BY MS. WEISSENBORN: 

Q The first pages of Exhibits 11, 12, 

14 and 15; do you recognize those as being NRSC 
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press releases? 

A These are MRSC press releases, yes. 

Q Do you recognize the ad5 that they 

are addressing? 

A They are, in terms of specifics, I 

don't recall the exact ads, but they're the 

format that we received during that time 

period, the spring of '96. 

Q Exhibit 13, which is the odd one 

there, this is a script for the video portion 

of an ad. 

Do you know if that ever ran? 

A I have no idea. 

Q I was just wondering why there's no 

press release. So it may not have. For the 

ones that have press releasea, only the first 

one has backup research attached. 

Do you remember always receiving 

backup for each one, or did that become less 

and less important as it went along? 

A I don't recall what documentation 

they put. 
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Q Did you, or your firm, have any prior 

knowledge as to the content of the ads in these 

exhibits before they were run? 

A They did not. We did not. 

Q Did you have any prior knowledge as 

to the fact that they were going to be aired? 

A We did not. 

Q In regards to the timing, did you 

have any prior knowledge as to what stations 

they were going to be placed on? 

A We did not. 

Q To your knowledge, did anyone in the 

Rehberg campaign have prior knowledge as to the 

content of these ads before they were shown? 

A No. 

Q Did they have any knowledge as to the 

timing of the ads? 

A Not to my knowledge. 

Q To your knowledge, did they have any 

prior knowledge as to the placement stations? 

a No. 

MR. CACCIA: Are you going to be done 
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with that group, Ms. Weissenborn? 

MS. WEISSENBORN: Yes. 

(Lee Deposition Exhibit No. 16 

was marked for identification.) 

BY MS. WEISSENBORN: 

Q Do you recognize this document? 

A Yes, I do. This is a memo that I 

wrote to the campaign press secretary, Steve 

McCarter. 

Q Dated June 7, '96? 

A Correct. 

Q What inspired this memo? 

A I don't recall the specific medium of 

the attack. But there was an ongoing attack 

which started at the time that the first 

erroneous Senatorial Committee ad ran o f  Max 

continuing to attack Dennis Rehberg about the 

Senatorial Committee's advertising and the 

content of that and blaming, saying tha<t Denny 

was guilty and that he w a s  lying. 

So I don't remember the specifics, 

but this was a suggestion to the press 
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secretary of how to handle the issue. 

Q Were any of the other ads that you 

remember erroneous in their content, like the 

one that we talked about, the casino ad. Any 

of the later ones as erroneous as that? 

A Not factually exroneous. That they 

were appropriate is a different subject. But 

that was the primary factual error that I 

recall. 

Q You indicate that they may or may not 

have been appropriate. 

What do you mean by that? 

A I believe, and many of the campaign 

team believe, that because of the errors that 

they had, in the original advertising, it 

allowed Baucus to go on a very negative attack 

against Denny, which was detrimental to the 

campaign. 

Q With regard to the ads after the one 

involving the casino accusation, did you have 

any discussions with individuals at the NRSC 

about their campaign, their ad campaign? 

BETA R E P O R T I N G  
( 2 0 2 )  6 3 8 - 2 4 0 0  1 - 8 0 0  - 5 2 2  - 2 3 8 2  ( Y O 3 1  6 8 4 - 2 3 8 2  



1 

2 

3 

4 

6 Lz 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

73 

A Their ad campaign? 

Q Yes. 

A Regarding the ads we've discussed 

here? 

Q Y e s .  

A After that lack of response, I don't 

recall any specific conversations. It was not 

a pleasant relationship at that moment. 

Q Did you ever call Joanne Barnhardt 

and say, please stop these ads completely? 

A I don't recall that specific 

conversation. I know that we felt very 

strongly that they - -  that effort was allowing 

Baucus to continue to attack Denny because 

every time they put up an ad, he then would put 

up either advertising or press boards. 

United States senators can do so with 

great power and great communications and attack 

Denny for lying and being guilty. 

Q But in terms of your relationship 

with the NRSC, were there any requests made by 

Mr. Rehberg, or anyane connected with the 
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campaign of the NRSC, to cease or assist or 

whatever you might say? 

A Well, we had no capacity to get them 

to do anything. That was, you know, obviously, 

from the point that they wouldn't even deal 

with the fact when they made a mistake. They 

were on their own agenda. So we probably were 

not in a position of trying to beat a dead 

horse. 

Q So as far as you can remember, in 

terms of direct relationship with the NRSC, 

there was no communication beyond you're talk 

with Mr. Griffin about the earlier - -  

A No. I wouldn't say there was no 

communications with the campaign. The 

Senatorial Committee is responsible to elect 

republicans to the US senate. They have 

resources. They control, by virtue of their 

promotion or detraction from your campaign, the 

out of state money that comes to a campaign. 

Control is too strong a word. They have a 

great impact as to whether or not people 
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perceive your race as a winning race. 

So we obviously were not going to cut 

off our nose to spite our face. So we had 

ongoing communication with them in terms of the 

media campaign. It had not been a fruitful 

relationship. 

Q Your ongoing communications were 

about what subjects? 

A Whatever was happening in the 

campaign. I mean, they do briefings, on an 

ongoing basis to the PAC community, to donors. 

We were still, at this point, trying to get the 

research package that was promised for almost a 

year at this point. 

If we were doing a PAC fundraiser or 

something like that, we would make them aware 

of it so they would support and make people 

aware of it. 

You have an ongoing relationship 

because they still had not spent the 

coordinated expenditure on our behalf. They 

had the capacity to make a big impact, as they 
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did, unfortunately, in September, when they 

made statements that, again, were not faztual 

and hurt our fundraising greatly to losing the 

campaign. 

Q In terms of the timing, everything 

we've looked at so far has been preprimary, 

right? 

A Right. That is correct. 

Q Is it correct that, in terms of the 

ads themselves, following your discussion with 

Mr. Griffin, you did not say, please stop these 

ads? 

A During this time frame, after the 

primary and after we saw our suxvey research, 

in one of our ongoing conversations with them, 

we explained to them what we saw was a very 

defined negative impact. That the outside 

advertising had happened because we had run a 

very small bio positive advertising. The only 

thing that had been on the air had been what 

they had done. 

So the changes in our survey numbers, 
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as you know how to read surveys, was directly 

attributable to some outside force. Since we 

hadn't done anything, we believed strongly that 

it was harmful to the campaign. 

Q Do you remember about when that 

happened? 

A It would have been immediately after 

the primary. Because after you go, contested 

primary you don't do, when it's a noncontested 

primary. But when it's a contested primary, 

you go immediately into the field with survey 

research, if you can afford it, to see what 

your standing is. You're now - -  up until that 

point your focus is your primary candidate. 

Ours had spent a hundred thousand 

dollars in the month of May, which is real 

money in Montana. So this research, which 

covered that period, would have been in 

people's recollection immediately prior to the 

primary to give us then the direction of where 

we stood to go into the general election. 

Q The primary election was early June; 
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is that correct? 

A Early June, that's correct. 

(Lee Deposition Exhibit No. 17 

was marked for identification.) 

BY MS. WEISSENBORN: 

Q This exhibit is another press release 

dated June 21, 1996, and therefore after the 

primary. Do you recognize this press release? 

A I recognize it as the Senatorial 

Campaign Committee's press release, not the 

specifics of it. 

Q Do you remember there being a 

television ad aired around that time? 

A Yes. 

Q What was your reaction to this 

particular ad? 

A This ad reflected a theme that the 

Senatorial Committee used a cookie cutter 

approach in several campaigns. It focused on 

the word liberal and tagged Max Baucus, as well 

as other states wherever they ran it, as 

liberals. Again it was, I believe there's not 

I 
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a disclaimer on this, so I assume that this 

was, well, it says, it discusses NRSC TV ad, 

okay. 

We, within the campaign, did not feel 

it was anything that was helpful because Max 

Baucus wasn't seen as a liberal in Montana. 

8 So you did not view this as a 

positive element of the campaign? 

A Again, in terms of, you know, what 

the Senatorial Committee was doing, we didn't 

think that it was anything that was believable 

to the voters of Montana. 

(Lee Deposition Exhibit No. 18 

was marked for identification.) 

BY MS. WEISSENBORN: 

Q Do you recognize this document? 

A This is a draft letter that we, as 

well as others in the campaign, worked on to go 

to Max Baucus. After a week's worth of back 

and forth following the Eirnt debate, following 

the primary, that we had with Max Baucus, 

Dennis Rehberg had offered a clean campaign 
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pledge to the other two candidates in the race, 

that was an independent race, as well as 

Mr. Baucus. 

Q He offered that during the debate? 

A Yes, he did. Neither - -  the 

candidates - -  you're not supposed to do 

anything spontaneous behind the podium - -  

signed it at the time. The independent 

candidate did the following Tuesday. 

Approximately a week latex Mr. Baucus did. 

Q In a nutshell, what did the clean 

campaign pledge say? 

A It basically reiterated, as we do in 

all campaigns, but Denny was putting in 

writing, that any charges would be documented 

and factual. If you were attacking the other 

candidate, you wou1.d do so in your own voice 

rather than using a service or NRSC. 

Q This is a draft of a letter. Was a 

final letter actually sent? 

A Yes, it was. 

Q It was pretty much the same as this? 
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A I don't know which draft this was, 

but I would assume it was close. I don't have 

a direct recall. 

Q 1 have one follow-up question and 

then a couple of summary questions. 

A Sure. 

Q Going back to the fall of ' 9 5 ,  you 

stated, I believe, with regard to Exhibit 6 ,  

which was the press release that announced in 

October the NRSC's upcoming ad campaign, that 

you remembered that. Then later, I believe you 

said in November, correct me if I'm wrong, that 

you had a conversation with Joanne Barnhardt 

about the upcoming advertising campaign. 

I know this maybe be repetitious, but 

repeat what you remember about your 

conversation with her. 

A This was either a phone call or 

perhaps a face to face meeting, I don't recall. 

Kind of - -  we had a meeting in Montana. I was 

giving her an update on what we were doing, 

continuing to look for the research package 
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they had promised us. We had been made aware 

of their intention to do ad campaigning in 

Montana. She had stated to me that there was 

$35,000 that was going to be put towards that 

campaign and that that could possibly be more 

than $35,000. 

Q Again, did she talk at all about what 

issues they were going to cover in this these 

ads? 

A I don't recall any specific content. 

Obviously, this relates that I would have seen 

it a couple of weeks before, talked about taxes 

and other economic issues, so 1 probably went 

into that meeting with that kind of assumption. 

I don't recall any specific discussion of 

anything having to do with content. 

Q Again, did she tell you approximately 

when they were going to start this campaign? 

A No. 

Q Did she talk about emphasizing 

particular parts of the state or particular 

stations or anything like that? 
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A NO. 

Q Were there any other discussions that 

had with Joanne Barnhawdt, or anyone else 

he NRSC, following those fall discussions 

about the ad campaign that they were planning 

for Montana? 

A The only other specific discussions 

were primarily centered around was it ever 

going to happen. I know that there were 

conversations about - -  from the state party 

chairman of great frustration. They had been 

told by Joanne that it was going to happen. It 

wasn't happening. 

So there was discussions regarding 

the lack of, as opposed to any specifics. 

After a certain amount of months you kind of 

figure it was one more thing that was intended 

but hadn't happened. 

Q So when it finally did, were you 

surpr i sed? 

A Frankly. yes. 

Q These discussions with the party were 
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early '96? 

A Uh-huh, early $96. It was cold, and 

we had a blizzard in D.C., so that was probably 

January. 

Q This is probably repetitious, but 

before these ads ran, were you, and we'll start 

with you, ever asked for any input into the 

issues that they might address, they being the 

MRSC, in their ad campaign in Montana? 

A No, I was not. 

Q To your knowledge, was anyone in the 

Rehberg campaign asked for input on issues to 

raise in the ads? 

A Not to my knowledge. 

Q Were you or anyone else at your 

company ever asked for input as to preferable 

timing of an ad campaign in Montana by the 

NRSC? 

A NO. 

Q To your knowledge, was anyone in the 

Rehberg campaign ever asked for input about 

timing of these ads? 
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A Not to my knowledge. 

Q Lastly, were you, or anyone at your 

company, ever asked for input as to the best 

placement of such ads in Montana? 

A No, we were not. 

Q To your knowledge, was anyone at the 

Rehberg campaign ever asked for input as to 

placement of NRSC ads in Montana? 

A Not to my knowledge. 

Q One thing I want to clarify, and I 

don't want to beat a dead horse - -  

MR. CACCIA: Too late. 

BY MS. BUMGARNER: 

Q You had stated you had talked with 

Mr. Griffin after the casino ad ran to talk 

about your being unhappy with it. Then you 

mentioned immediately after the primary that 

there were other contacts of a similar nature. 

I guess my question is, was anything 

ever done, even though you appeared to make a 

continuing objection to these ads, by the NRSC? 

A There was never any change 
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unfortunately. 

MS. WEISSENBORN: Do you have any 

questions? 

MR. CACCIA: If you would, I'm going 

to a s k  you all to excuse us for a second. I 

don't anticipate having anything. 

(Recess) 

MR. CA,CCIA: I have! no questions. 

MS. WEISSENBORN: It's our policy not 

to close a deposition but to leave it open just 

in case. It's highly unlikely that we would 

bother you again, but just in case. 

Our other procedure is that the 

deposition will be available at the reporter's 

office should you wish to review it and sign 

it. That's up to you. But you'll be notified 

when it's ready. 

It's adjourned. 

(Whereupon, at 1 2 r 4 0  p.m., the 

deposition of LADQNNA Y. LEE was 

ad j ourned . ) 
* * * * *  
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3:3Oprn - 3:OOprn 
Builders 

6:OOpm - 7:OOprn 

10:30am 

12:OOpm - 1:30pm 

1 :45pm - 2:30pm 

3:OOpm 
. .  

. 4:OOpm; . 
L. 5:30pm _. - 
e.-- %.--. 1 -  
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N OUTLINING 
BAUCUS LIBERAL RECORD 

Washington, DC - The following sixty-second mdio spo: pnodud for she 
NRSC by River Bank hrc, will begin airing in mark* today titroaghout the s t a h  of 
Montana: 

AnRcr: You already know that fibera! Max Baucus voted 10 raise his own pay by 
f23.000 then vored ro raise your tavw by more thkn S 2 . W  a family. 

Bu: did you know rhar in the 2 I long Uberal yw7r that Baucus has heen in 
Washington. our debr skyrnckctcd to f trillion. 

Ykat't righi. Billjam more 

Liberal Max b a s  wen voted to spend cur taxdollars to pay for an alpine 
slide in Pueno Rico and a &no in Comwiicut. 
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AD TEXT 

aaucus has been in Washington 21 
ytars. . 

. .  . ._ 

. .  
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Bwcus refirs to vote fora balancsd 1 Balanced Budget Constitutional Amendment 
budge. 

- _. 



& 

Dale: I% 
Pages including 
this mwer pap:  2 

O Z  appears from &e NRSC d~~~~~ 
not votc for a casino and an BJpiedt rMr b 
Confcmncc of Mayors 'ready to go" 
work fram. So ur prdmbk can't attack Mmr for 
about his rccord. That k a v a  US with (Bc 

frcm sl National 
be would 



This message probab 
with non docable d 

, . .. 
. _. . 

. L' 
~. 

_. .- .- 

witb just a press r e h  

This .bo caUs form MIS wnteb mrad porolag. we WBM rrlkaJe 
'ready to go" projects nod c a N  on Msu 8s ssy which 5ne~ be 
if i t  wasn't the casino or tbc ARpiLac Slide. 

We oeed 90 dccidc today wbat we arc gokg ta do. W?! Tmy - Ppnpf did not $&eve 
that the NRSC wvsutd do the paid ~ ~ 5 5 e  bst 
counsel. If I bear from eitber ofyora before 11: 
foollow-up directly. 

teal we tp& Eo Craig the i q d  
can ail tagethcu or A will 
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“...Mu BIUNS’ xllafg hu mort than 
yla.OO0 to f135.060 ayw.” 
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Washington, DC - The fd1ewHwft is the text 0% a new 30 second statewide TV 
spot from the National Republican ScnaPorial Committee ueging Montana Senator 
Max Baucus to supp~rt a baloneed federal budgek 

TVl30 Seconds 
Title: p1W4--Baucus88 

1974: Liberal Max Baucsls pes  bo Washington. 
Your share of the nntionaf debt: $2,300. 

22 l o q  liberal years later. Cooemhtent spending a p l o h s .  
Baucw sa&s fmfive ojthr bi&pst tax increases i n  history. 

Your share of the national debt: $39,000. 
Wwt eke is up7 

Baurus's salary - if's h i l e d  to $il33,aM. 

We need o bralaaced budget 

Call liberal Max Bauew, and tell him to support the 
Majority's balasiced btsdgekplan. 

1. 
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FROH H I T C  GOP SEHRTE COFIHfTFE . .  

Baucus pix 
GRG'HICS: Call Mar BaucusiPhone 
#??/Balance the Budgcl 

Disclaimer 

GR-WXICS: 1974 
Baucus still (any of"74 sintage?) 
(possibly In sepia) 

GL-UYIUCO: \'our ahnrr: of natlaiial JeLk - 
S U O 0  

GRAPHICS: 1996 
Headline on Spending 

G W X i C S :  b u m s  votes for five of  the 
b68gca tu. iacnrra in American h'i~ary 

GRAPMCS: YOSR slmrc M amsitml Q t W  = 
s19.oDo 
MO\ISC U P W m  ARROW AGAINST 
GRAPH LABELED BAIXES SAl.AR\' 
Arrow cnds at S133,OOO 
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FPOR H n i L  GOP SENDTC COR 8 4 :  16 P. e t  

FOR lI#M.EDLBrn RELMSE: CBNTACE NRSC PRESS OFF?CE k 
TUESDAY, MAY 28,1996 BAN M U G A N  ’L L 
W C 9 6 f  Id@ 3021675-6006 

Washington, DC- The rollowing i s  the text ofa new 30 second TBI spot 
which began airing sbtewide in Montana on Pridry from the Na?ioaal Republican 
Senatorial Committee urging liberal Senator Man Baucas to support 8 ba9aaced 
budget 

TVB8 Seconds 
Tide: “Twettty-~o’~ 

He vofedfor more tares OB Social S e c u ~ v ,  gasoline andfamilyfsunts. 

it’s no surprise 

# # #  



Washingtoq D.C. -- The following i s  a text ofa new 30 second TV spot which begins 
airing today in Montana. The ads are paid for by the National Republican Senatorial Ccmyjttee 
and are aimed at urging Montana Senator Max Blaucus to suppoi? the majority's balanced budgee 



To: Steve MeCarter 
Company: 

Phone: 
Fax: 

F 
i; 
F: 

From: Ladonnn Y. Lee 
Company: The Eddie Mahe Company 

Phone: 202-842-4100 
Fax: 202-842-4442 

Date: 06/07/96 
Pages including 
this cover page: 1 

First -we have answered all the questions - any new questions are only to keep us 
on the defensive SO my suggestion would be 

You know this is old news and a fight behveen Max Baucus and the National 
Republican Senatorial Committee. I have no capacity to keep them from 
running the ads. Its their business. 

. .  
Max fully knows these ads are not violating the law because they do not 
fall under the label of "parPisin com'hanicationsm as defired by the FEC 
which must "expressly advocate. the eleetiq or-defeat Q P ~  federal ~ ~ d ~ ~ a ~ ~ n  

- ~ -7: -. - - ' . 

. . .  . . .  . . .  ......... ...... . ..... ... .... . . .  .... ....... . . .  . ., . .. 
. %  . .  

, -.-:-. . 1- m;:-r-*.:- ~ . . -  . -  -!.. .- I. 

and Emily% Iit. And, now the .. ~ o n t ~ ~ a , ~ e ~ ~ c ~ ~  < .... . a  --, party * 

- . , .. ,  .. -_ . . 
. - Man has been happy to accept the help ofthe unions, the m~~ronmentalis~~.s-l_-~ ~ . 

is p ~ y ~ n ~  for.^ 

, ..:-:. .l'v&~Eja~cus, now-agree w i t h i ~ e ,  ~ ~ n ~ y . , ~ e ~ ~ ~ ~ ,  ~n&@ancjnj@the-~yl 
.. ..I.. piece ?P &a3 for Max Sayiiig that . . . . . . .  finally after 21 yeam . .  in w ~ s ~ ~ ~ ~ o ~ ~  g~ 

.,*?. I - .. - 

_ .  
. _. 

.. \+elf&eieform, and that Montaina is &great phice to live and raise a faih~y;'.?? L. 
So I know he and his family will $e ieal happy to move here next January 

.. 



M a x  doesnut believe in the 5ame rules for both sides. he wasn't 
ashamed o i  all those votes when be voted against ~ ~ ~ $ ~ ~ ~ ' ~  interests hc 
wouldn't be yelling so lo~taly QOIV. 
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86/24/96 16:85:49 Via Fax 

FOR IlMMEDIATE RELEASE 
FRIDAY, JUNE 21,1996 
NRSC96fl79 

WA!%ENGTON, D.C. - fie fo1)lowhg is the script of a new television ad 
that Begins akbg inn Montana t o d y .  

Baucus even voted to mise taxes 

recipients, d l  bwineer and 
on S&d Security, Medicare 

&e Parnily fa.7.u. 

Max, you can’t hide from your 
w o r d  - you’re definitely P liberal. 

cd, b?u h b e d  b%4% &WCpls to 
support the majority’s plan to 
balance the budget and eut our taxes. 



86/24/96 16:86:19 Via Fa -> Page 002 

AD TEXT BAUCUS 
(ANNCR #I) 

e has spent 12 years in Washington. (The 
Almanac of American Politics. 1996) 

taxes." times. (CQ Vote #339, 1993;) 
CQ Vote #335, 1993; CQ Yore U327, 1993; 
CQ VOR #247, 1993; CQ Vote #24, 1993; 
CQ Vote #190, 1993; CQ Vote #186, 19$3; 
CQ Vote 1169, 1993; CQ Vote t867, 1993; 
CQ Vote # 83, 1993; CQ Vote t? 82, 1993; 

CQ Vote I 68, 1993; CQ Vore k 66, 1993; 
CQ VoFc # 50, 11993; CQ Vote # $9, 1993; 
CQ Vote # 59, 1993; CQ Vote # 53, 1993; 
CQ Vote # 52, 1993; CQ Vote ff 48, 1993; 
CQ Vote # 40, 1993; CQ Vote P145, 1992; 
CQ Vote d 54, 2992; CQ Vote I 5 1 ,  1992; 
CQ Qote I 5 0 ,  1992; CQ Vote # 48, 1992; 
CQ Vote #28S, 1990; CQ Vote $280, 1990; 
CQ Vote KIT, 1990; CQ Vote $243, 1989; 
CQ Vote #236, 1989; CQ Vote #i70, 1988; 
CQ Vote #'419, 1989; CQ Vote #157, 1989; 
CQ Vote # 9'7, 1987; CQ Vote I# 87, 1989; 
CQ Vote # 86. 1986; CQ Vote # 83, 1986; 

CQ Voce dy379,1985; CQ Vote dy314, 1985; 
; CQVS~C # 7% 1985: 
CQ Vote 19161, 1984; 

Cci! Vote 1101, 1984; CQ Vote # 88, 1984; 
CQ Vore # 77, 1984; CQ Vole # 58, 1984; 
CQ Vote # 54. 1983; CQ Vote rY 53, 1983; 
CQ Vote X 41,1983; CQ Vote #W, 19822; 
CQ Vote W10, 1982; CQ Vote#337, 11982; 
CQ Vote R41, 1982; CQ Vote 8239, 11982; 

CQ Vote #1643, 19811; CQ Vote I & ,  1980; 
CQ Vote #484, 1979; CQ Vote dy459, 1979; 
CQ Voce #43,  1979; CQ Vote R82, 19979; 
CQ Vote 8805, 1978; CQ Vote #@I, $974; 
CQ vote 1168, 1976; CQ vote 648.1975; 
CQ vote $547, 1975; CQ vote R O S ,  1975; 
CQ Vow P 291, 1975; CQ Vote # 18, 197% 

CQ VQ& # 79, 1993; CQ VOt; 8 '40, 1w3; 

CQ vote I 79,1986; CQ vote w n, 198s; 

CQ vae r n 8 ,  1982; cqvow #286, 1981; 

._ t 



-> 86/24/96 16:86:53 Via Fax 

“Baucus even voted to raise ~ a x e ~  an Social 
Security. ... *I 

Medicare recipients, ...” 

**... small businesses. ...” 

.’... and the family farm.” 

Page 883 

m Baucus voted to table W) tbe amendment 10 
suike the pmvisions of the bill that raise rhe 
percentage of Smial Security benefits taxed 
from 50 pemm to 85 percenr for individuals 
earning morc than 532, 

#169: Motion agreed to 51-46, lune 24, 
1993) 

5 Baucus voted for adoption of the conference 
report on Cbinron’s 1993 8ax bill wtich 
included a tax increase on social security. 
(CQ Vote #247: Adopted 51-50, Aus. 6, 
1993.) 

&g mOE tbm $4(3,m. (co Vote 

Baucus voted for the adoption of he 
conference report on the bill to cap the 
amounts for which Medicare beneficiaries will 
be financially liable for MJicare-coverd 
services and to mkc other changes in the 
program. Included in the bill were increased 
mcantRly flat-premium benefits and an income 
w surchqe on Part A eligible elderly. (CQ 

June 8, 198s) 

Baucus voted against an amendment giving 
KBX reliefto small businesses and family farms. 
(CQ Vote 1131: Motion rejected 56-42‘ R 43- 
0. D I3-42. June 24. 1993) 

Vote#170. Adopted 86-1 I :  R 34-1 1 .  D 5 2 6 :  

5 

Ad ~pted 5 1 -50. h g .  6. 1993.) 

* Baucus voted against an amendment giving 
tax relidto s d l  businesses and family farms. 
(CQ Vote #I’ll: Motion rejected 56-42: lip& 
0. D 13-42. June 24,1993). 

e Baucus voted for ad@ptim of the confeyence 
R on Clinton’s 1993 tax bill which 

included a MX increase QII f m s ,  ~ m d l  
businesses, and ididduals. (CQ Vote #247: 
Adopted 51-50. Aug. 6. 1993.) 
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. .  1lmk you for s 

I have commranimtd &h the Re 
Republican !hatorial Campa* 
according to the pledge. I have 
clearly show that all of my dvcrtising in the 

- . . -I -. .. . . .  . - . .  ._ .,,; . 

pledge. 

Your letter con& some additiQM1 SUggeSti 
a d d s i n g  and I would be happy to sit down 

1995 t o ~ ~ n d ~ Q ~ ~ ~ ~ n $ ~ ~  
with you. I would dso l i e  you to 

. I have done so. See copy of letters attached. 

Your demand that the NRSC advocracy ads be done be my voice which is ... as you well 
know ... a violation ofthe Supreme Court 

. . . state 
! 

... _*.. . .  . _  - .  . 
I . .  - . . . . . .. . . . ::. .- __. _ _ _  - 

I have not been ioV0lVedin iiiy of thk' 
1 .. . m y  o$h&iGds a& in'&;,& by &j 
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